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reading the Defender, it gave us con-
tact with the outside world.

The Defender has been most fortu-
nate to have outstanding journalists
like Lou Palmer, Vernon Jarrett, Faith
Christmas, Jennifer Strasburg, and
countless others.

So as they celebrate their 95th year
anniversary, I simply want to say to
the Defender and all of its staff per-
sons, continue the great legacy, con-
tinue the great work. They have been
an inspiration, and they continue to be
a bright star that shines.

f

CHICAGO DAILY DEFENDER
COMMEMORATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MORELLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. RUSH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, this
evening I rise to pay special tribute to
a publication of historic proportions in
the city of Chicago.

Five years into the last century, the
Chicago Defender created for itself a
permanent place in the history of
American journalism by becoming Chi-
cago’s most influential African Amer-
ican newspaper. Without fail, since
1905, the Daily Defender has provided
news and information regarding Afri-
can Americans and the Black Diaspora.
In doing so, this newspaper fills an im-
portant void in Chicago’s media be-
cause it tells the stories that much too
often are not covered by other main-
stream publications.

In the Defender’s early years, its
founder, Robert Sengstacke Abbott, re-
alized several impressive achieve-
ments, including orchestrating the
‘‘Great Migration’’ campaign. This
campaign brought about the mass exo-
dus of African Americans from the rac-
ist South to the ‘‘promised land’’ of the
north.

The continued visionary leadership of
Mr. Abbott’s nephew, Robert
Sengstacke, has led to Sengstacke En-
terprises which includes, not only the
Chicago Defender, but also the Michi-
gan Chronicle in Detroit, the Pitts-
burgh Courier in Pittsburgh, and the
Tri-State Defender in Memphis, Ten-
nessee.

The Defender family has become a re-
sponsive and generous corporate cit-
izen over the many years. Their philan-
thropic arm, the Chicago Daily De-
fender Charities, has created, devel-
oped, and sponsored various commu-
nity events, including the largest pa-
rade in the city of Chicago, the beloved
Bud Billiken Parade. Each charitable
effort has enriched the lives of our peo-
ple, our city, and our Nation.

The Defender has provided a medium
for several talented award-winning Af-
rican American journalists, including
Dr. Metz T.P. Lochard, W.E. DeBois,
Langston Hughes, and Vernon Jarrett.
Their outstanding work provided the
foundation for the journalistic stand-
ard that the newspaper continues to
meet today.

So on this day, I rise to congratulate
the Chicago Defender on 95 years of
consistent, vital, exemplary work. It is
my hope and my express desire that
the Defender will continue to publish
into the next century and beyond.
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OCCASION OF THE INTRODUCTION
OF THE FARMERS FOR AFRICA
ACT OF 2000
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
CLAYTON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CLAYTON. Madam Speaker, in
this era of global economies, nations
are becoming more interconnected and
interdependent on one another. It is
critical, therefore, that the economies
of the developing nations are not left
behind. It is critical that these nations
have stable and efficient economies.

It is vitally important, therefore,
that we assist in integrating Africa
into the global economy. Boosting eco-
nomic development and self-sufficiency
for Africa are keys to achieving this
end.

It is for these reasons and others that
I was pleased to vote for the African
Trade Development Act of 2000.

Generally we only hear about Africa
when issues of hunger, welfare, and
natural disaster emerge. It is true that
hunger estimates in Africa range in up-
ward of 215 million chronically under-
nourished persons. Yes, we need to be
concerned and provide as much assist-
ance as possible. However, there is an
old cliche that says, ‘‘Give a man a
fish, and he will eat for a day. Teach a
man to fish, and he will eat forever.’’
At no other time is this cliche more
are appropriate for African countries.

As a Nation we have the resources,
the capacity, and the capability to
teach the tools needed to ensure that
their economies grow in strength and
prosperity. One of the tools we can
teach involve agribusiness. Agriculture
is a primary sector in the economy for
many African nations. It is here that
we can provide the tools necessary to
technologically upgrade the agri-
culture methods and processes. The
proposed legislation, Farmers for Afri-
can Act of 2000, provide these tools.

Farmers from the United States can
help. Our farmers have the tools and
skills to help. They have the ability to
train African farmers to use and adopt
state-of-the-art farming techniques and
agribusiness skills.

In African countries like Mozam-
bique, farmers need our help. Ravaging
flood waters have left the lands dev-
astated and thousands homeless and
hungry. Their farmers need help. Our
farmers can help. We ought to help.

Farmers in Zimbabwe need help. In
that country, thousands of persons
have received parcels of land to farm
but do not have the agriculture skills
or training to be successful. These
farmers, too, need our help. Our farm-
ers can help. We ought to help.

In Ghana, one of the most stable and
productive countries in Africa, farmers

there, too, need our help. American
farmers, through their efficiency in
using the most modern technologically
sound agriculture and agribusiness
techniques, can help African farmers.

This will not only help boost African
crop yield and efficiency so that these
Nations can produce enough goods to
feed themselves, but it will also im-
prove the competitiveness of African
farmers in the rural market.

In addition, through the establish-
ment of partnerships between Africa
and American farmers, we can also cre-
ate new avenues for delivering goods
and services to African countries in
need.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting farmers. Join me in sup-
porting farmers in Africa and America.
The legislation I and others have intro-
duced today is designed to establish a
bilateral exchange program between
Africa and America, one that benefits
both continents.

Madam Speaker, the legislation is
budget neutral. Let me repeat that.
The legislation is budget neutral, be-
cause it is funded through the existing
product purchasing programs.

The nations that will be helped by
this program will purchase products
from the United States, and part of the
revenue from those purchases can be
used to fund the activities con-
templated by this bill. It will not cost
American taxpayers anything.

It will help 45 agriculture and Afri-
can nations as well as highlight the im-
portance of increasing trade and ex-
change opportunities with Africa.

This is timely legislation. It is nec-
essary legislation. Please join us in
supporting this measure. With this leg-
islation, America will assist in pro-
viding the tools that would enable Afri-
can countries to be competitive in the
global economy. The legislation pro-
vides the tools in helping African na-
tions eat forever.

f

THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZA-
TION, THE END OF GEOGRAPHY?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. METCALF) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. METCALF. Madam Speaker, dur-
ing 1969, C.P. Kindleberger wrote that
the ‘‘nation-state is just about through
as an economic unit.’’ He added that
the U.S. Congress and right-wing-
know-nothings in all countries were
unaware of this. He added, ‘‘The world
is too small. Two-hundred-thousand
ton tank and ore carriers and airbuses
and the like will not permit sovereign
independence of the nation-state in
economic affairs.’’

Before that, Emile Durkheim stated,
‘‘The corporations are to become the
elementary division of the state, the
fundamental political unit. They will
efface the distinction between public
and private, dissect the democratic
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